
 SKYFALL or The Dark 007 Rises 

 

This year marks the 50th anniversary for the James Bond franchise 
and the big question was whether or not the suave super spy still 
had what it takes to save the day and bring in an audience. After 
Quantum of Solace, a moderately successful but overall 
disappointing follow up to 2006’s smash reboot Casino Royale, and 
a 3 year absence, Bond actor Daniel Craig and company had their 
work cut out for them. 

 Skyfall, the 23rd installment in the series, is a story about validation. 
The film sets out to validate its own existence proving that the character is still relevant in the 
modern world while Craig’s Bond sets out to show that his particular brand of espionage is still 

needed.  Directed by Sam Mendes (American Beauty, 
Road to Perdition), Skyfall presents audiences with 
perhaps the most human portrayal of James Bond ever 
captured. After a near fatal mistake at the film’s 
opening we find the master spy a broken man, he’s 
injured, drinking more martinis than usual, and 
nursing a rather large grudge towards MI-6.  

It’s only after a mysterious foe begins to target M 
(Judi Dench) with violent acts of terrorism that Bond 
steps out of the shadows to again protect Queen and 

Country. The pseudo mother/son relationship between Bond and M is the heart of this film and if 
anyone asks me the real Bond Girl of Skyfall is Dench. M is facing replacement at the hands of 
Ralph Fines’ character Gareth Mallory, her only hope is that Bond can bring this mysterious 
villain in thus justifying both her and Bond’s existence in the spy game.   

A hero is only as good as his villain and Skyfall delivers in spades in the form of Javier Bardem’s 
(No Country for Old Men) Mr. Silva. A cross between Hannibal Lector and Heath Ledger’s 
Joker, Silva is unlike any Bond villain that’s come before. There’s no space lasers, no master 
plot to rob Ft. Knox, not even a mention of the organization Quantum (or SPECTER if you 
prefer), just a diabolical plot for revenge that involves revealing the identities of agents around 
the world. Bardem succeeds at playing a villain that simultaneously unnerves you but keeps you 
from ever wanting to take your eyes off him. He’s charismatic, he’s funny, he’s terrifying and he 
might just be smarter than Bond. His character is the perfect foil for James Bond in the same way 
Ledger’s Joker was for Batman. He’s everything the hero is and believes in but reflected in a 
cracked mirror. 



Skyfall manages to portray a realistic modern world 
while retaining all the staples that made the Bond 
films great to begin with. This includes exotic locals 
like Beijing China, a bazaar in Turkey, and the 
moors of Scotland, though it’s London herself that 
steals the bulk of the film. There are as always two 
beautiful women in the form of Eve (Naomie 
Harris) an up and coming field agent for MI-6 and 
Sèvèrine (Berenice Marlohe) a woman with a 

mysterious past connected to Silva. The film also includes the return of fan favorite “Q“ played 
by Ben Wishaw, the new and far younger “quartermaster” who sets out to show that Bond is a 
relic in the new tech driven world of espionage.  

Skyfall succeeds where Quantum Of Solace failed because it brings a more rounded story to the 
table. It takes a page out of the Christopher Nolan playbook (Mendes has been quoted saying The 
Dark Knight helped inspire him to take the movie) and tries to create as many real emotions and 
environments as possible while retaining the essence 
of what makes the character fun to watch. Like in 
Nolan’s Batman films we visit a world where the 
hero is believable no matter how over the top his 
actions are. In Skyfall we find a very real world with 
a very real threat but it’s full of all the fun and 
familiar characters and iconography as previous 
Bond films. By the film’s end Bond not only has 
reaffirmed his place in modern cinema but has 
audiences ready to be both shaken and stirred for 
years to come.  


