
This Movie Threw Me For A LOOPER 

Friday I made it out to my local multiplex for the 
film Looper, a science fiction thriller starring Joseph Gordon 
Levitt, Emily Blunt, and Bruce Willis. This is the third film 
by writer/director Rian Johnson, who first garnered attention 
with his debut film Brick, a mystery about a teenager 
searching for his missing girlfriend while getting deeper 
involved with a criminal organization. 

Looper re-teams Johnson with his Brick star Joseph Gordon 
Levitt who plays Joe, a hit man for the mob in the crumbling 
society of the year 2044. Set in a nameless city, Levitt's 
character murders men sent back in time from 30 years in the 
future where time travel has been both invented and 
outlawed. Organized crime of the future has seized this 
technology to create the perfect system for dispatching 
anyone they need rubbed out. The only catch? Eventually 

these hit men or "loopers" will be forced to 
murder their own future selves to prevent any 
contamination of the timeline these criminals 
have created. 

This is exactly what happens to Levitt's Joe as 
he comes face to face with his future self played 
by Bruce Willis, who brings every ounce of his 
action-hero machismo to the screen. Levitt 
quickly lets his future self get the better of him, 
putting him at odds with the men he works for 

and literally with himself. While the film stars two actors playing the same character, they have 
different but eerily similar motives. Both men hope to save their future, only one of the two men 
already knows what that actually entails. Their struggle soon envelopes Emily Blunt as Sara, a 
farm owner and single mother whose fate quickly becomes the crux of both men's future. 

Sound complicated? It is but Johnson manages to create a futuristic world that feels tangible and 
fantastic--very similar to Ridley Scott's now infamous Blade Runner. Much of the film is 
dedicated to explaining its own particular set of time 
travel rules, which, as with any film of the genre, has 
some plot holes that will as Jeff Daniels' character 
puts it "fry your brain like an egg" but overall the film 
features a tight script and a story that will keep 
audiences guessing. 

One possible down side of the film is that Levitt 
wears a heavy dose of makeup to help the illusion of 
him aging into Bruce Willis. At first this could be 



distracting but his performance quickly remedies this. The actor has nearly perfected Willis' 
nuances and speech patterns to the point where any scene that features both actors is truly fun to 
watch. 

In the end, Looper is a successful sci-fi thriller that follows in the footsteps of other films like 
James Cameron's The Terminator or Alfonso Cuaron's Children of Men. Don't miss out on this 
one people, or you're likely to get kick in the butt from your future self. 

 


