
REVIEW: IRON MAN 3 

Rated PG-13, 130 Min 

Iron Man 3 had several feats to overcome in order be a success. 
First of which is that this is the first Marvel film released since 
last summer’s box office juggernaut The Avengers making it up 
to Robert Downey Jr.’s Tony Stark to usher in what Marvel and 
Disney are calling “phase 2” of their cinematic empire. The 
second feat is that because of The Avengers this is Downey’s 
fourth appearance as the armored avenger which has left 
audiences and what seems like even Downey himself 
wondering how much longer they can keep the momentum 
going. The answer unfortunately is very muddled in this 
thematically chaotic sequel.  

New director Shane Black (Kiss Kiss Bang Bang) along with now executive producer John 
Favreau presents us with an emotionally unstable Tony Stark. The brilliant, playboy, 
philanthropist can’t sleep as the events of The Avengers are weighing heavily on his mind. This 
leads to him working harder than usual to shelter himself away from friends and his now live in 
girlfriend Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow). His latest invention is a set of armor that responds to 
mental commands allowing him to summon it with tai-chi like movements. This invention will 
soon become extremely useful as a new terrorist leader known as the Mandarin (Ben Kingsley) 
has begun a wave of televised attacks on American soil.  

One such attack leaves Tony’s trusted valet and best friend Happy Hogan (John Favreau) in a 
coma causing the shell shocked Stark to wage a one man war one the Mandarin. At the same 
time a rival tech based company called AIM lead by Aldrich Killian (Guy Pearce) and an old 
flame of Stark’s named Maya Hansen (Rebecca Hall) have created a destructive new invention 
which is connected to both Tony’s past and The Mandarin’s regime. After a devastating attack 
on his Malibu home Tony is left on his own without his armor to help him and most of the world 
presuming him dead.  

Its’ here that this new Iron Man film really sets itself 
apart from the previous films as it emphasizes heavily 
on who is the true hero, Tony Stark or Iron Man? The 
remainder of the film really focuses on how Tony can 
save the day without his fancy suits. Robert Downey 
Jr. shines here as he presents’ us with a Tony Stark 
who is as pithy as usual but clearly traumatized. He 
finds himself conducting his investigation of The 



Mandarin and the repairs to his armor in the 
garage of a small boy (Ty Simpkins), he 
befriends in Tennessee.   

The film does its best but struggles to find ways 
to make larger roles for Gwyneth Paltrow and the 
returning Don Cheadle as James “Rody” Rhodes. 
Paltrow gets to don a suit of Iron Man armor and 
Cheadle’s War Machine, now rebranded the Iron 
Patriot is sent after The Mandarin once Tony is thought deceased.  Unfortunately and especially 
in Cheadle’s case this feels a little forced in a story that is such a personal journey for Tony, by 
the time the film reaches its climax you begin to wonder if Cheadle was really necessary.  
Another character that comes up short is Rebecca Hall’s Maya Hansen who serves really no 

purpose in the film past the beginning ten minutes.  

Who does steal the show is Ben Kingsley (Hugo, Gandhi), whose 
interpretation of The Mandarin will both shock audiences and 
possibly enrage fans of the comic book. It’s by far one of the more 
entertaining twists that the film delivers. Actor James Badge Dale 
(The Departed, The Grey) also delivers a solid performance as the 
violent henchmen Savin. As Savin he works as the most tangible 
source of villainy in the film. Guy Pearce (Memento, Prometheus) 
plays his character of Aldrich Killian as a smarmy but deadly 
threat to Tony Stark.  

Iron Man 3 might be the one of the most entertaining of the 
Marvel films but it’s far from being one of the best.  The film 
features more than one hulk sized plot hole in it and tonally it’s all 
over the place. Writer/director Shane Black has always relied on a 

heavy use of comedy in his action films; this is clear from his scripts for the Lethal Weapon 
franchise and Kiss Kiss Bang Bang, a film which also starred Robert Downey Jr. Here in Iron 
Man 3 however, it begins to take away from the film, by the end the dangerous situations our 
hero encounters begin to feel more silly then they do threatening. All of the humor lands and gets 
the laughs they want but the question is if we 
should be laughing so much? While the movie 
could be billed as a comedy it does deliver 
several solid action sequences, one particular 
involving Air Force One and an aerial rescue that 
will leave you breathless.  

The real question at the end of the film is if this is 
the last we’ll see of Robert Downey Jr’s 



interpretation of Tony Stark. His contract 
with Marvel/Disney is up as of with this 
movie and you can feel a sense of finality 
was put in place if the actor should choose to 
move on. If he has it’s easy to say that the 
Iron Man franchise has been one of the most 
fun rides that the super hero movie craze has 
delivered in spite of this movie’s missteps.   

GRADE: C+ 


