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College can be scary… 

 

Pixar has been on a bit of an odd streak lately. While their films 
haven’t grown any less successful they do seem to have dipped in 
quality. It’s as if they hit the ceiling with Toy Story 3 in terms of 
storytelling and haven’t been able to break through with movies 
such as Cars 2 and Brave.  Here they deliver their first prequel in 
the form of Monsters University; and while it doesn’t generate the 
same emotional resonance as its predecessor Monsters Inc., it is still a highly entertaining film.  

The film follows how monsters Mike (Billy Crystal) and Sully (John Goodman) first met in 
college and the pair are decidedly less chummy 
then we’re used to. The prickly pair both have 
dreams of becoming the top “scarers” at 
Monsters Inc but they have very different 
methods of how to get there. While the previous 
film centered more on Goodman’s Sully 
character, this film follows Mike’s dreams of 
trying to finally garner some attention from his 
family and peers.  

The only monster in his way is Sully who is the campus’s latest hotshot who comes from a long 
line of famous scarers. When their rivalry gets them into some hot water with Dean Hardscrabble 
(Helen Mirren) they are forced to enter a campus wide competition with the nerdiest fraternity as 
their only help. The pair’s fellow fraternity members, voiced by actors such as Dave Foley, 
Charlie Day, and Sean Hayes, help provide most the comedy for the film. They make up a great 
group of misfit monsters who also just want the chance to try and fit in.   

It’s here that Monsters University really allows itself to stand out from Pixar’s previous films 
and sequels. Instead of trying to stretch for more 
story out of Monsters Inc they instead made 
their version of the college romp using two of 
their best characters. The film really is Pixar’s 
version of Animal House as Mike and Sully join 
a frat and have to deal with hazing, house 



parties, and competing with the popular 
students.  

They don’t go out of their way to force any 
connections between this film and Monsters Inc. 
other than a few familiar faces that appear 
throughout the film. Which was smart on Pixar’s 
part because it helps the film stand out on its 
own; but at the same time Monsters University 

is missing a lot of the heart that made the first film so successful. The character Boo in the first 
film really helped make the film a classic and you will miss her this time around.  

What really put Pixar on the map to begin with was how original their plots and characters were. 
This film doesn’t add anything to the world created before, it’s simply just more crazy antics 
with Mike and Sully. In the end while Pixar has created an entertaining film for both children 
and adults, one has to wonder if that creative well that Pixar has been dipping into is finally 
beginning to dry up.  

GRADE: B 

  

 


