
MOVIE REVIEW: GRAVITY 

RATED: PG-13, 91 Minutes 

You Have to Learn to Let Go… 

Writer/director Alfonso Cuarón’s Gravity is a film that has 
been whispered about by film buffs for several years now. It’s 
had a long and labored production with most of the film’s plot 
kept a mystery. Fans of Cuarón have waited with baited breath 
for the latest film from the director after he dazzled audiences 
with his last science fiction film, Children of Men in 2006. Of 
course I use the word fiction very loosely when it comes to the 
films of Cuarón because they generate such a feel of realism 
and Gravity is no exception.  

The film centers on Dr. Ryan Stone (Sandra Bullock), a mechanical engineer who gets stranded 
in space after her NASA spacecraft is destroyed 
by debris from a satellite destroyed by a Russian 
missile. Her only hope for survival is astronaut 
Matt Kowalski (George Clooney), a chatty 
space walking veteran who is truly unflappable 
in the face of danger. The pair must work 
together in an effort to try and obtain another 
ride back to Earth. On top of finding another 
way home they’re also threatened by being 

revisited by the same deadly debris field that took out their ship as it continues its orbit around 
the planet. 

The film is entirely carried by the performances of Bullock and Clooney and the pair of actors 
have no trouble carrying the weight. George Clooney gives Kowalski his trade mark charm and 
gives the audience a character to believe in as the situation in the film becomes graver. It’s not a 
huge part when compared to Bullock’s but it’s 
an important one. The female lead throughout 
preproduction of Gravity was one of 
Hollywood’s most coveted roles with everyone 
from Natalie Portman to Angelina Jolie 
interested in the role. Sandra Bullock might not 
seem like the obvious first choice for a film 
like this but the Oscar winner brings her inherit 



likability to the part. This is important as the 
audience lives through her character for the 
entire film, sometimes sharing her very space 
helmet. Bullock paints a picture of a woman 
who has both literally and figuratively lost what 
she needs to survive.  

To say that Gravity is an achievement in the use 
of special effects and 3D is an understatement. 
This was by far one the best film’s I’ve ever seen in 3D, not feeling tacked on for boosting ticket 
sales but rather to help keep the film as immersive as possible. The film features no sound to 
maintain the realism of space but don’t worry artist Steven Price’s score will leave you checking 
your pulse one moment and in awe of their combination with Cuarón’s images the next. 
Clocking in at only 91 minutes, Gravity doesn’t spare a moment of film that isn’t in aid of the 
story which is refreshing in today’s age of the bloated, lengthier Oscar film contenders. 

Alfonso Cuarón manages to succeed in telling one the most personal stories of humanity in the 
least human of environments. The film asks its protagonists the question do you want to live and 
why? Gravity simultaneously presents the beauty and dangers of the world and the space it 
inhabits. While it’s Bullock’s Dr. Stone that faces all the actual danger, the film will leave 
audiences asking themselves if they have what it takes to hold on.    

GRADE: A   

 

  


