
REVIEW: STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS 

PG-13  126 mins 

THE FIRST SEQUEL OF THE SUMMER TO BOLDY 
DELIVER WHERE NONE HAVE DELIVERED BEFORE 

 

In 2009 writer/director J.J. Abrams (Mission Impossible 3, Super 
8) brought the Star Trek franchise back from the brink of 
extinction with his reboot of the original series: the feature film 
Star Trek. In the vein of other popular reboots such as Casino 
Royal and Batman Begins, fans were introduced to a younger 
Captain Kirk and Spock, and a sleek new U.S.S Enterprise that 
would fit right in at your local Apple store. The film successfully 
humanized the popular cast of characters (Even Spock) for a new generation and helped the 

nearly 50-year old series reach a wider audience than 
ever. Expectations for this year’s sequel have been 
high, and the level of secrecy surrounding the film, 
specifically the villain, hasn’t helped. Finally here, 
Star Trek Into Darkness succeeds in delivering in 
every aspect that a summer movie should.  

We find Captain Kirk (Chris Pine) and the crew of the 
Enterprise a year later as they continue to explore the 
stars and how to live with each other. Kirk and 

Spock’s (Zachary Quinto) relationship in particular is the crux of the film, as the two have 
developed a working but tense “bromance.” Their friendship is put to the test when Kirk’s 
decision to save Spock’s life during a mission on an alien planet leaves the Captain demoted and 
Spock reassigned.  

This couldn’t come at a worse time as a new mysterious threat to the Federation has arrived in 
the form of a man named John Harrison, played by Benedict Cumberbatch (Sherlock, War 
Horse). After a devastating bombing in London, 
and an attack on high ranking Federation officers, 
an emotionally shattered Kirk goes on a mission to 
bring Harrison, in dead or alive—a decision that 
quickly divides that rest of the crew. If Star Trek 
was about Kirk proving himself and forming a 
family out of the crew, Into Darkness is about 
what he’ll have to do to keep it.  



New aboard the ship is Alice Eve as Carol 
Marcus, a new science officer who might be 
able to help Kirk unlock a hidden connection 
between Harrison and The Federation. At the 
risk of beginning an interstellar war, Kirk’s 
manhunt finds him coming face to face with 
Harrison on the Klingon home world. Here, 
much like in last year’s Skyfall, our heroes 

begin a deadly game of trying to ensure they have the upper hand over a villain who’s more than 
meets the eye. 

The entire original cast from the 2009 film returns and for the most part they all get their moment 
to shine, particularly Simon Pegg’s Scotty whose role is much larger this time around. Zoe 
Saldana’s Uhura shows us how frustrating it must be to date a Vulcan, while Karl Urban portrays 
Bones as a perpetual grump along for the ride. The only characters that really get the short hand 
are John Cho as Sulu and Anton Yelchin as Chekov, who, aside from minor promotions, get lost 
amongst the action of the plot. The film also 
features Peter Weller (Robocop) as Admiral 
Marcus, the man in charge of the Harrison manhunt, 
while Bruce Greenwood returns as Admiral Pike. 

The real break-out performance comes 
unsurprisingly from Benedict Cumberbatch, who 
has been garnering a lot of attention over that last 
few years for his portrayal of a modern Sherlock 
Holmes. Here in Into Darkness he delivers a villain 
who is calculating, vicious, and at times even sympathetic. Audiences have been guessing if his 
character has deeper ties to Star Trek lore but in the end it doesn’t really matter. His performance 
gives audiences a unique and original menace whether he connects to prior Trek cannon or not.  

One of the film’s greatest achievements is that it looks at itself from the audience’s perspective 
to ask whether Federation officers are scientists or soldiers. One criticism the new films have 
garnered from long time Trek fans is that series has become too action-oriented and slick 

looking. Here though Into Darkness addresses 
this as Kirk and Spock both begin to question 
what the Federation’s purpose is and where it 
should go moving forward.   

Star Trek: Into Darkness grabs its audience from 
the first moment till it fades to black. Audiences 
visit other worlds, meet new enemies, and see the 
Enterprise engage in one of its deadliest battles. 



I’ve never truly seen the ship take this much of a 
beating before, and most importantly it never 
stops being fun. The film deals with a lot of 
heavy themes such as loyalty and friendship, as 
well as life and death, but it always maintains an 
air of adventure and excitement. Like the first 
film, it leaves audiences breathless and ready to 
boldly go again to a theater they’ve gone before.  

GRADE: A    

  


