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BIG CLAWED MAN JAPAN… 

20th Century Fox’s X-Men franchise has been a little 
all over the place in terms of quality over the last few years. 
At times they are some of the best superhero films out there 
and at others they have been the most mediocre of action 
movies. Next year, director Brian Singer returns to the 
franchise in an ambitious attempt to combine all the previous 
film’s continuity into one. So where does that leave director 
James Mangold‘s (Walk the Line) The Wolverine?  

The film is really the first stand alone adventure for 
the title character and star Hugh Jackman hasn’t lost a step 

even though this is his sixth outing as the claw bearing 
mutant. The story opens with a guilt ridden Logan still 
traumatized after the events of 2006’s X-Men The Last 
Stand. Logan has always been portrayed as a man 
haunted by his past and this film is no exception as the 
hero is plagued by visions of his lost love Jean Grey 
(Famke Janssen) and his time in Japan from during 
WWII. The hero now turned hermit is approached by 
Yukio (Rila Fukushima), a mysterious young girl, 
who wants to take Logan back to Japan to come face 

to face with one his many troubling memories.  

Upon his arrival in Japan Logan is brought to an elderly man named Yashida (Hal 
Yamanouchi), who he saved during the war. As a form of repayment, Yashida wants to remove 
the healing powers that have kept Logan alive for so long in order to end his suffering. When he 
refuses, Logan finds himself drawn into a battle for power and immortality as assassins threaten 
Yashida’s daughter Mariko (Tao Okamoto). 
Logan takes on the role of bodyguard to the beauty 
and finds himself more vulnerable than ever as his 
healing powers mysteriously begin to fail him 
after an encounter with Viper, (Sveltlana 
Khodchenkova) one of Yashida’s doctors with 
plans of her own for Wolverine.  



 The film really takes advantage of its Japanese setting 
having Logan seemingly battle his way across the entire island. 
From the streets of Tokyo and on top of a speeding bullet train to 
a snow covered mountain village, Wolverine has never been set 
in such a contrasting location to his personality before. The film’s 
Japanese cast helps give the film a sense of authenticity unlike 
other American films about Japan that have come before. 
Okmamoto’s portrayal of Mariko is a nice contrast to the feral 
Logan even though the character never really grows beyond the 
typical damsel in distress. The Viper character is really just your 
typical female comic book film villain, she’s attractive and 
dangerous but there’s no real story behind her. The real leading 
lady of this film is Rila Fukushima who fills the familiar role of a 

female sidekick to Wolverine. Her presence helps deliver the film’s few humorous moments as 
well as some of its best action.  

The film in many ways plays more like a James 
Bond film than a superhero film which is a great change 
of pace. The third act even features a scene where a 
captured Logan listens to his enemy’s entire plan before 
the typical final battle. At the same time the third act 
definitely feels a bit out of place compared to the tone of 
the rest of the movie. Mangold and Jackman were 
clearly going for a more scaled down and personal story 
but the conclusion of the film feels familiar and bloated 
by the special effects. It really raises the question of 
whether film studios will ever trust their audiences enough to move away from the tropes of the 
typical superhero film. Another flaw in the film is that it really suffers from having too many 
villains. Unlike previous superhero films, these villains aren’t costumed and cackling but it still 
feels as if Logan keeps stumbling from one possible evil mastermind to another.  

The Wolverine is a far more successful outing for the character then 2009’s X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine, but it still doesn’t quite hit the mark. It is a much needed step in the right 

direction though as it delivers enough thrills and 
adventure to keep Jackman’s Wolverine relevant. 
By being a sequel and not overly burdened by the 
continuity of previous films, The Wolverine is able 
to deliver a more rounded story with actual 
consequences. Also taking a page from their 
Marvel studios brothers, the film features a post 
credit scene that helps set up the continuation of 



the X-Men franchise. Unlike Marvel’s Ironman 3 though, this film won’t leave audiences 
scratching their head, despite the claws, as to the direction the series.  

Grade: B-  

 


