
REVIEW: THIS IS THE END 

R   107 Min 

I’m Not Really an Art Kinda Guy… 

 

This movie could have gone in a lot of different directions. Its 
timing is perfect with apocalypse films and television series 
sprouting up every day but the overall idea of a group of comedic 
actors playing themselves for over two hours sounds more than a 
little self indulgent. Fortunately for the audience sake, the cast 
manages to be the only ones suffering in this raunchy but 
genuinely funny summer comedy.  

The movie follows Seth Rogan as Seth Rogan who is is visited by his friend and fellow actor Jay 
Baruchel for a week of weed, video games, and 
visits to Carls Jr. The film centers on the growing 
distance that’s come between the two friends since 
Rogan’s rise in fame. When the pair are invited to 
James Franco’s house warming party they are 
decidedly split on whether or not they should go. 
Baruchel feels out of place among Rogan’s 
Hollywood friends and just plan hates a few of 
them.  

This is where the movie really shines as it features several big name celebrities parodying 
themselves throughout the movie. James Franco is a phony pot head artist, Jonah Hill is two 
faced and Michael Cera is a girl crazy coke head. The party plays like a star studded Sodom and 
Gomorrah which is a problem because it’s also happens to be the night of the rapture.  

As fires erupt and sink holes begin to form several of the celebrity guests meet grisly ends 
leaving Rogan, Franco, Baruchel, Jonah Hill, and Craig Robinson trapped inside Franco’s house. 
Now they have to contend with each other as well as the horrors outside. They quickly try to 
assess their situation and inventory their 
supplies, which includes various drugs and 
alcohol, Cinnamon Toast Crunch, and a Milky 
Way. The group is getting along well enough 
until the arrival of actor Danny Mcbride who 
systematically manages to begin ruining any 
chances of the group’s survival.  



Mcbride is truly one of the highlights of the film as he turns his 
brand of humor to the max and tears the knob off. He’s both 
hilarious and offensive at the same time. He really carries the 
middle portion of the film. He’s the least realistic character in the 
film making him the most fun to watch. He fills the role of Jon 
Belushi in the group meaning that the less human he behaves the 
funnier her is.  

From here the five actor’s friendships quickly begin to degrade as 
they run low on supplies and the level of danger from outside 
begins to mount. One of film’s greatest comedic ideas is watching 
what these five men will do to stave off boredom in the house. 
They begin to record personal confessions on James Franco’s 127 
Hours camera giving the film moments of feeling more like a 

bizarre episode of MTV’s The Real World. They experiment with various drugs and even go as 
far as to compose ideas for sequels to their movies.  

The movie works because once the chaos begins 
it doesn’t even try to take itself seriously. The 
way in which most of these celebrities are 
presented is so over the top that you can tell 
they’re just having fun. Most of these cameos 
aren’t shocking though as the film’s extensive 
Ad campaign has already shown you most of 
them but they do manage to work in a few 
surprises. The decisions the characters make 
within the movie are all ridiculous completely unbelievable but that’s the point.  

The humor, like society in the film, begins to degrade as the movie goes along. The last hour 
becomes more and more dedicated to toilet humor as the level of fantasy increases. This is a 
raunchy comedy and isn’t for everyone. Its high level of dick jokes and its take on the Bible and 
the rapture will absolutely turn some people off. Audiences should prepare themselves, if you 

haven’t liked the films these guys have made 
before, this won’t be any different. 

Overall I give the cast kudos for creating such a fun 
self deprecating look at themselves. They are really 
asking audiences to come and laugh at them. Like I 
said earlier this film could have gone in a lot of 
different directions. The initial fear is that if 
audiences don’t find the same things funny that the 
cast does then the humor doesn’t work. Luckily by 



keeping the humor at such a low level this isn’t 
the case. This Is The End could be one of the best 
comedies of the summer if you can stomach it.  

GRADE B   


